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	Topic

	108. In many countries it is now possible to turn on the television and view government at work. Watching these proceedings can help people understand the issues that affect their lives. The more kinds of government proceedings - trials, debates, meetings, etc - that are televised, the more society will benefit.


	Essay

	There  is an invisible hand of government all around us   such as  in public schools, social security numbers, and the allocation of television channels.   However,   regarding governmental decision making processes, people    seldom have direct access to information. In this situation, it is  quite true that there are some benefits by televising more governmental proceedings, but it is also true that if used irrationally, it can bring about more harm than   benefit to the society. 

Comments:  The second line is wordy and awkward and can be trimmed and simplified—remember to be concise in the GRE essay. Use only those words that are necessary while also being precise. Also, avoid phrases like “and so on” and “etc” and “many other things.”     Rather give appropriate examples. Also avoid contractions [there’s] in formal essays such as the GRE. Otherwise, good intro. 
Firstly, by televising proceedings the society can have more knowledge about the current issues in the government in real time without any intervention or distortion. We always receive information from the media,  but the media are actually not always honest; they sometimes distort the facts with their opinions or assumptions. The media sometimes concentrate people's attention  on  certain issues while distracting from other issues which some  people might have more interest in.   Televised proceedings can prevent such problems and  provide people  with easier access to unfiltered and pristine sources. 

Comments: The first line can be clarified to make a better topic sentence.  An example would help to flesh out the good idea. What sorts of info should be televised—economic, legal, political, social welfare issues?  And how would such broadcasts benefit  society? 
Also, the  process of surveillance itself,       can make a person in government act more cautiously. In a psychological experiment, two groups of children took serials of tests; one  test had fake surveillance and   the other   did not.  After that, the experimental conductor let both groups take the other's role. The result of the experiment was striking; the group without surveillance always got a better score with the evidence of mass cheating. In such a manner, the government too will make decisions more cautiously if their every single word is televised to the country. Even though  people might not even be watching the proceedings,    awareness of  such surveillance can make  politicians speak more rationally and cautiously. 
Comments:  The last line is wordy and awkward—see rewrite for fluency and clarity. See other corrections throughout, but the ideas are valid and the example is apropos. 
There are, however, some proceedings that need to be   classified for the effectiveness of policies. For example, the strategy of a government in the foreign exchange market should be kept secret  because if the governmental strategy is leaked to other traders, they might react to it prior to the governmental actions. It can diminish the efficiency and effectiveness of the governmental policy, thus  causing deleterious consequences for society. [The governmental mass development plans, too—unclear]. In addition, information about the government’s plans to develop a certain area should be concealed as well. If debates about the candidate sites of such plans  are televised, before the actual actions by the government, the value   of real estate around such sites would soar, which can mean increased cost  for the government. Ultimately, this is not beneficial to the whole society, but only to some people  who react faster to such information. 
Comments: “government mass development plans” is unclear and a fragment—be more specific—see rewrite to make a complete sentence. See other corrections here for fluency and clarity, but the ideas are valid and the examples are relevant. 
In sum,   televising  government  proceedings would benefit   society by direct contact  with the governmental activities. However, the side effects of televising such proceedings should be taken into account and pros and cons should be considered before broadcasting.    In this way, people’s right to information can be maintained and the nation’s best interests can be preserved as well. 
Comments:  The second line is awkward—see rewrite for clarity and fluency. The last two lines can be cut and replaced with a line that better sums up the ideas of the essay. 


	General Comments

	General Comments: This is a good start with some valid ideas and relevant examples.  The second graph would profit from an example of the type of broadcast that should be televised and how it would benefit the country.  Some parts are awkward or unclear throughout and need to be clarified and more fluent. The intro can be trimmed in part and the conclusion can be cut and specified so it better sums up the ideas delineated in the essay.

Good luck,

Andrew
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.
Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  
Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
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For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


